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CIA Probe: Grandstanding? j 

It s hard to escape the suspicion that promising the nation’s security or em- 
. those senators demanding an investiga--- barrassing U.S. policy-makers at a time^ 
tion of the Central Intelligence Agency when there is a concerted effort to dis-' 
are making a grandstand play for pub- “ credit this nation’s foreign policy all over 
Jicity. i the world. •. 

Sen. Eugene McCarthy, D-Minn., is the The CIA probably has made blunders, 
latest to propose such a probe. The Min- No agency is infallible. But it cannot make 1 
hesota Democrat and some other well- any public explanations nor can it ad-4 
known liberals feel the CIA has an im« vertise its successes because of the sen-i 


> proper Impact on foreign policy. 


sitive nature of its activities, which ad-’ 


« * * • ■ ~ •iv.wiv v* uvuri iivo f rruitii all* , 

McCarthy charges that there is reason mittedly include clandestine operations.’; 
to believe that the agency "not only car- Information" on the CIA is so closely-' 
ries out policy, but in some respects, it, guarded that its payrolls and operating 

has become a positive and significant in- funds are hidden in other annual appro-' 
fluence on the policy itself.” ^ 


«• classified 


priations. Even the names of its em- 1 


gathered by this country’s agents is not ■ gut , i 

carefully weighed in formulating U.S. for- But s wou d not * we submit, rule ; 
eign policy, the Johnson Administration is. ou . 1 a review of its operations through ’ 
neglecting its duty. And the argument P nvate briefings. Presumably, President'. 

; that the CIA is drafting official policy can dobnson would readily make such brief- 

I. . I a „ ° * J . ' in rtP rnmllnUl. i — 1 t 9 • * 


o r Johnson would readily make such brief- 

only be interpreted as a slap at "the Presi- lngs avai,able to key lawmakers such asj 
'dent and the State Department. ® en> McCarthy. Furthermore, Congress 1 

, The CIA is primarily an information. alrea dy does check into the President’s 1 , 


; The CIA is primarily an information- .! V? 613 check into the President’s 1 , 

gathering agency, vital to this nation’s cKSd nnSh/m U ?i ng t ?° Se A° r the 
security. But the President and his State • , f. d undoabtedl y the Johnson Admin-: 
Department have the responsibility for- “r" W0Uld , ex P al ? d tbe fiscal screen-! 
using this intelligence as a guide for pol- " ? g £ Co "6 ress fe ?> s insufficient informa- 
icy decisions. If he is delegating the au- U °" haS , been P rovided - 
ithority to make these decisions to others,' , “ f. be EIA bas exceeded its au- 

ithen McCarthy is aiming his criticism at tbor i t y- either in decision - making or 
,tJie wrong target. v , spending, it would seem to be a matter 

The call for a probe of the CIA no doubt ? ta J en . I u ? witl ? the Executive Branch. 

ill win approving yelps from Jhose who ' ^ ter a ’ d s on, y one of a number of I 
sppir in riicr.rr.rfif f il. „ n government aeencies whir>li hv law am 


seek to discredit any arm of the US gov- g0 . ver “ nancies which by law are 
ernment related to defense or security subservient to the President and his pol- 

But we fail to see what a full-dress i' 

•inquiry c° uld accomplish, nor does it seem riy^hnSh *}? made into lhe 

asr flght back pub,,ci * 
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